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We will be sorry to loose our mayor and three city council members at the end of this year.  Thanks for your hard work and community service for the city of Kelliher.  We thank you for all your time and commitment Scott Persons, Danny Nelson, Tony Long, and Beth Matheny. 

New Faces

MAYOR- Darin is the president of Citizens State Bank in Kelliher.  He attended school in Kelliher and received his B.S. in Finance at Moorhead State University.  Prior to moving back to Kelliher he worked as a financial planner for 5 years.  His community involvements are with the Kelliher Fire and Rescue, the Kelliher Health Endowment Committee and the North Beltrami Development Corporation.  Darin’s hobbies are hunting & fishing.  Darin’s is married to Tessa and they have one son, Cole.
Council Member- Ramona Gehlert was raised in Kelliher, the daughter of Ernest and Joan Gehlert.  She graduated from Kelliher High School in 1977.  She has worked various jobs, farmed, attended BSU graduated with a B.S. in social studies and a master in math education.  In 2001 she completed her school administration degree at St. Cloud State University.  She has worked for Red Lake School District for 16 years and is currently the Principal of the Ponemah Elementary School.  She has three sons Edward, Julian, and Travis Dreher.  She enjoys helping care for her two grandchildren Michael and Vanessa and spending time with family members. 
Council Member- Mike Washenberger is the owner of DR. Tackle.  He graduated  St. Bernard’s High School in St. Paul, then attended one year at Anoka AVTI in electrical construction program, one year at St. Paul AVTI in the HVAC program and graduated Anoka AVTI in the electrical design and drafting program.  He worked in St. Paul for sixteen years as a project and service department manager.  He is married to Cathy, and they have a son, Derek and a daughter, Rachael   He enjoys spending time with his family, working, fishing and hunting.

Council Member- Gene Erickson was raised in Shotley and attended school at Kelliher, then spent three years working with his father before joining the Army.  He spent three years in the service which included being stationed in Germany.  After his discharge, he returned to Minnesota to work with his father in Little Fork and Isabella.  He started farming and managing the sawmill in 1978.

Gene and his wife Susan are members of the Grace Baptist Church and the Timber Producers Assn.       
Clerk- Treasurer -Peggy Pula graduated from Kelliher High School.  She worked for several travel agencies in Burnsville, St. Paul and St. Cloud.  She returned to Bemidji in 1975 and managed United Travel, then started Travel Chalet and Travel World.  During her travel career, she visited the Caribbean, Mexico, Alaska, Hawaii and several Europe countries, Belgium, Germany, France and Poland.   The highlights of her travels were Australia, Philippines, China, and an African Camera Safari. The last thirteen years she worked at Bemidji Communications in Bemidji.   She has 2 brothers, Leroy of Kelliher and Jerry of Bigfork.  Peggy lives with her parents, Frank and Goldie and Curt, Tracy & Buddy, her three loving cats. 
Bits and Pieces
Reminder-- VECHICLES CANNOT BE LEFT PARKED IN THE STREET OVERNIGHT.  Snow removal hindered by vehicles parked in the street may result in your vehicle being towed.  Vehicles must be parked off the street to allow for effective snow removal. 
House numbers should be displayed on the front of your house to aid emergency vehicles in locating the correct address.

Recycling- you have to only sort recyclables into two categories, one being “Containers” and the other is “Fiber Materials.  Containers consist of tin or aluminum cans, glass bottles, and plastic containers with necks and the number “1” or “2” on the bottom.  All Containers must be rinsed of all food particles and have the lids removed.  (Aluminum foil and Styrofoam are not acceptable) Fiber products can be cardboard, boxboard, newspaper, magazines, catalogs, phone books, and office paper.  Any kind of kitchen refuse or bathroom tissue, napkins, and etc. is unacceptable for recycling.    Following these simple guidelines will help keep future solid waste fee increases minimal.    

Kelliher Days and the Big Bog Festival have joined committees to be renamed the “Up North Committee”.  The separate summer celebrations have merged and will be held on the weekend following the 4th of July.  Festivities will begin on Friday July 6 with events in both Kelliher and Waskish. Saturday will be the normal events in Kelliher and Sunday events will be held in Waskish.  The next “Up North” meeting will be December 12th at Nikki Jo’s Place at 4:30pm.  Watch for more details on the web site.
Saturday December 16th Santa will be at City Hall from 10:00am to 11:30am.  There will be a photographer to take pictures for purchase or bring your own camera.  
FYI- those of you wishing to travel to Canada...  If you arrive by car or sea you do not need a passport until 2008.  But you do need to have a government issued birth certificate (not hospital issued) and picture I.D.  Minors need to have a birth certificate and be accompanied by an adult.  If only one parent is traveling with the child -- they need a notarized letter from the other parent authorizing the child has their approval to be taken out of the country.   If you wish to apply for a passport it can be done at our local Post Office.  They can take your passport pictures with an advance appointment for $15.00. Or you can bring your own passport pictures.    You need to fill out the passport application, bring proof of citizenship (i.e. birth certificate), proof of identity (i.e. driver’s license).  The cost for an adult is $97.00. Children under 16 are $82.00.  The fee for renewal is $ 67.00 if  you have an old passport issued less that 15 years ago that is undamaged; you were age 16 or older when it was issued; and your name is the same . (Or you can submit name change documentation (i.e. marriage certificate or court order).  You need to allow at least 2 weeks for processing.  It is possible to expedite the application by paying extra for overnight delivery.  
City Wide Rummage Sale

Are you interested in having a Spring and Fall sale?  Give me your feed back if you’d like to see it organized for both seasons.
What’s happening with…?
A grant for fitness equipment has been approved by Blue Cross Blue Shied for our new fitness center to be located in the “Old School Center”.  A community committee needs to organized with five to seven members on the board.  Anyone interested in serving on the board, contact city hall.  As of today, no definite date has been targeted for the opening of the fitness center.   

Hopefully by the time the January water bills are due we will have a payment box installed on the outside of city hall.  That should make it more convenient for those of you wishing to drop your payment by during the hours that the office isn’t open.
The water tower repairs have been completed.

A handicap door opener has been installed on our door at city hall.

A smoking room has been added to the Liquor Store.  This is in compliance with the Fresh air Campaign.    Timbers coming events are: 

Dec 16th – Texas Hold’em poker tournament at 3:00pm
Dec 15-16th – D.J. Double Trouble 9:00pm to 1:00am.

Dec 16th  -Customer Appreciation 3:00pm to 5:00pm. Wine tasting, snacks, & give a ways  followed by Happy Hour.

Dec 25- Closed Monday Christmas day

Jan 1st  -Open Monday New Years Day (regular hours)

December Drink Specials.

Coors Light Bottles -$2.00

E.J. Brandy Drinks - $2.00

Calendar of Events

Dec  4- City Council Meeting

Dec 11- Kelliher School Board Meeting

Dec 15- Water Bills Due

Dec 16- Santa Visits City Hall

Dec 18- City Council Meeting

Dec 25- Liquor Store Closed

Jan  1- Liquor Store open Regular Hours 
Jan  8- City Council Meeting

Jan  8- Kelliher School Board Meeting

Jan 22-  City Council Meeting

Feb  5- City Council Meeting

Feb 12- Kelliher School Board meeting

Feb 19- Presidents Day

Feb 20- City Council Meeting   
